E-book Biblical Hebrew Poetry and Word Play - Reconstructing the Original Oral, Aural and Visual Experience

Poetry of Song of Songs - Song 2:1-17

(as generally in the Song, mainly in " Qinah meter"2)

by David Steinberg

by David Steinberg

David.Steinberg@houseofdavid.ca

Home page http://www.houseofdavid.ca/

Edition 1.

20 September 2011

translations.

N.b. The Guidelines I Have Used in Reconstructing the Pronunciation of First
Temple Period Hebrew are found at http.//www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_6.htm#guidelines

For convenience of students I have generally laid out the poetry as in modern
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1| agree with Saenz-Badillos (p. 123) paraphrased in Wikijpedia

( http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Song_of_Songs#Language ) -

Song of Songs for the first time gives literary representation to the everyday post-exilic

vernacular. It contains loan words from languages with which Hebrew had contact in

post-exilic times, such as Persian, Greek, and Aramaic, and contains numerous items of

vocabulary that are otherwise unknown in Biblical Hebrew but are known from Rabbinic

Hebrew, and these expressions give the impression of being part of a living language and

not the result of an archaic or artificial style. There are longer phrases that are typical of

Rabbinic Hebrew in word order and are different from Biblical Hebrew.
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FOR ALL REFERENCES TO JUSSIVE (PCjus), IMPERFECT (PCimp ) AND PRETERITE

(PCpret_sim/ PCpretWC) SEE -
- http://www.adath-shalom.ca/history_of_hebrew3a.htm#indic_jus AND

- http://www.adath-shalom.ca/history_of_hebrew3a.htm#Prefix_Conjugation

2 Marvin H. Pope, Anchor Bible Song of Songs, Doubleday, NY 1977, pp. 37-40.
3 Note, in reconstructed [LBHP] transliterations and sound files -

1. vowel qualities are outlined here - http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_6.htm#ebhp_vow_qual;

2. | use the most probable form. Where no one form stands out as most probable, | select

the one closest to the MT vocalization.
3. when multiple forms are possible, the form used is underlined.
4 | assume the following changes between /EBHP/ and /LBHP/ -

- liyl > [il - I'pisy/ ['x18°y] or ['x1s°ly] (EBHP) > /'hisi/ ['x1s"i'] (LBHP) = "half"; /'yihy/ ['ythy] or ['yzhly]

(EBHP) > /'yihi/ ['y1hi'] (LBHP) = "may he be" http://iwww.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_tequ.htm#yhy

- Elision of syllable or word-final a/jph. http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_tequ.htm#ALIPH.

-[8]1> [s]

- Reduction of final doubled consonants http:/mwww.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_tequ.htm#gem

- Disappearance of intervocalic [h]

- Spirantization of the bgdkpt Consonants http://iwww.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_tequ.htm#bgdpt

- Philippi's Law by which short [i] changes to [a] in closed stressed syllables e.g. $0'mirt > $6'mart

MT NWDW http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_tequ.htm#aram_Philippi

- Law of attenuation by which short [a] in closed unstressed syllables changes to [i]

http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_tequ.htm#aram_law_atten

- layl or /é.y/ = é4:]; [aw] > 6 [0] (see http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_tequ.htm#dip_ctr ;
http://www.adath-shalom.ca/history_of _hebrew2.htm#het_dip

5 From The Westminster Leningrad Codex http://www.tanach.us/.

6 Qi/form see JoUon-Muraoka 1991 §88Bc.
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